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FORWARD

During the past four and one-half vears the 191lst Assault Helicopter
Company, "Boomerangs, ! have accomplished a variety of combat missions
throushout the llekong Deltu, Missions included combat assaults, VIP
flights, medivie and resupply, command and liaison, special night
packages, and employment of armed helicopters, The professionalism,
enthusinsm, and loyality displayed by the soldiers of the 191st have
created one of the closestwknit fighting units in Southeast Asia.

The men, deeds, and memories of this unit will be a hallmark in the
annals of the conflict in the Republic of Vietnam. "Boomerangs--They
Always Come Back," will not be an eoitaph, but a fountainhead of -
inspiration and pride for other units throushout the United States
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"BOOMERLNGS ~ THEY oLWa¥S COME BACK"

Constituted 23 September 1942 in the Armv of the United States as the 2029th
. Jartermaster Truck Company, Aviation:

Activated 1 October 1942 at Hensley Field, Texas
Deactivated 20 June 1946 in Germany,

Converted and redesignated 1 sugust 1946 as the 2029th Transportution
Corps Truck Corpany (Aviation),
Converted and redesignated 30 September 1965 as the 191let Aviation
Commany and allobted to the Regular Armvs

Activated 1 December 1966 at Fort Bragg, North Carolina.

) o et s g Ts
Campadgn Participation Grodit

. World Yiar II... Rome - Arno

Victnam eeeee.o L0 Be Determined

Decorations

Vietnam .,.... Meritorious Unit Commendation,
Streamer Embroidered, 1967
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BACKGROUND

o Vst i g

The 191st Assault Helicopher Company has become well known and
highly respected throughout the Mekong Delta of Vietmnam. Newly assigned
aviators and crewnewbers learn quickly to function effectively is o
combat assanlt tear. The Boomerangs have flown over 124,000 hours and
spent over 900 davs conducting combat assawults, Each ailrcraft had a
Boomerang painted on the nose cone, and, as the nime implies, the
191st "Boomerangs" nlwavs come back,

4 recapitulation of history and honors as described dn the his-
tory of lincage stutes the 191lst was constituted on 23 Septemher 1942
in the Army of the United Stateg ag the 2029th Juartermaster Truck
Company, Avi.tion, and activated on 1 October 1942 at Hensley Ficld,
Texas. After participiting in the Rome-arno Campaign, the company
was inactivated on 20 June 1946 in Germany, It wis converted and
redesignated on 1 August 1946 as the 2029th Transportation Corps Truck
Company, and, again on 30 September 1966 as the 191st Aviation
Company. The 191st was activated on 1 December 1966 at Fort Brageg,
North Carolina.

By direction of General Order Mumber 463, 18 Noverber 1966, the
191st Asscult Helicopter Company was organized 1t Fort Brage, North
Carolina, The 26th Signal Detachment and 606th Transporation
Detachment were wbiached at this time.

On 23 Februarv 1967, these units were assiecned to the 82nd Aviation
Battalion, 82nd Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, North Carolimi. The
191st was attoched to the 627th Supply and Service Battalion (a3), a
host unit, for the purpose of providing administrative, trii-ing,

operational, and logistical support, The 191lst training program
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consistod of soven.ucoks of formal training, u seven-day Field Traine
ing dxorcise, and o three-day Operation:l Rendiness Test (ORT).

Upon completion of the CRI the 191st received a rating of combit ready.
By 10 April 1957 111 of the aircraft had been ferricd to Sharpe army
Desot, Stockton, Gilifornia, and by 20 ipril 1967 final packine of all
equipnent had beon completed,

The 191st arrived in Vietnam on 24 Moy 1967 and was assigned to
the 214th Combat Aviition Battalion., In.Country orieantation was
completed on 21 June 1967 and the Company wais declared operational.
Upon arrival at Bearcat, Republic of Vicitnam, the 191st wuis fiaced with
the enormous task of building a new brse, The englneers assisted in
building the diming hill, but construction of the buynkers, rovetwents,
raintenance shods, orderly room and oper.tions btuilding was strictly a
self.hclp wroject. The rmonsoons slowed construction progress, but the
end product was o fine cxumple of workmanship ond determimvion,

During Noverber 1946 tho 191st moved from Bexrcxt to Dong Tam to
support the 9th Infantry Division. Again, the Boomerangs were challen-
ged with the task of bullding a now bise—vhich wag completed in
record time. For almost a yoar the 191st provided on a daily basis
an assenlt package of ten 1ift ships, four armed helicopters, and a
comand and control ship for the 9th Iafantyy Division,

As the Vietnamization program progressed throughout the IV Corps
tactical wone, the 9th Infantry Division wis relocited to the United
States in September 1969. The Boomerangs also packed their bags and
departed for Can Tho. Upon arriving in Can Tho, the men discovercd thab
the barracks, revetments, ~nd other areas had been developed, so within
five days the 191st wag operational,

With a change of location came a chinge of mission. The 191st wes

tasked to provide one platoon solely for VIP f£lights, one platcon %~
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provide a K-Bar package, (Mini-pack of five 1ift ships, and a command

o+

and control shigﬁgfa 1ift shin for a direet corhit gupport mission

each day, and thres gunships to provide sunport for the K-Bar puckage.
In addition, the 191st was often c:lled upon to support fire fly
missions, ( 2 UH-1H with a .50 cali®er machine gun, 7.62rm nini-gun,
and a geon search light), and various niecht Phantom packages throughout
the Delta.

48 the Vietnaumcse received additional air assets and developed a
greater capability of conducting combat assaults, the 191lst grodually
relinguished its nission of flying mini-picks and issumed additional
direct combat support misgions, By January 1971 the 191lst w~s flying
direct support missions, VIP flights, fire fly, special night packages,
and gunships on a daily bagis,

On 1 July 1971 the Second Platoon, (Green Delta VIP Platoon), was
assigned to the nowly activated Corps Aviition Company. The rclease of
VIP missions enabled the Boorerangs to ossunme additionnl dircct combat
supnort missions and conduct first and last lighls with the armed
platoon (Bounty Hunters).

On 31 dugust 1971 the 191lst flew its last mission. The Boomerangs
received orders to stand dowm and deactivate by 30 Septerber 1971, The
men of the 19lst, with the enthusiasm and doterinination that built the
unit, were challenged with the task of turning in all the equipment to

Long Binh, Phu Ioi, and various other locations through Vietnunm,
The task was completed; the equipnment and men departed; the deeds
and memories still renain however, and, of courge cveryone knows that

Boomer:ngs, well, they always come back.
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The 191st Assault Helicopter Company has boasted a distinet line of

cormanders.

COMPANY COMMANDERS:

Ma.jcr RiChard Co Wiﬂesette * V9 ¢ 5 NP s a0

Ma jor Clarence A. Patnode Jre ¢ o o ¢ ¢ o ¢ o
Major Willlam We Spurlock « o ¢ » ¢ s ¢ » « «
Major Colbert L, Dilday o o v o ¢ ¢ ¢ s 1 o o
Major Carlvin Je Griggs o+ ¢ o ¢ o 6 0 o o o
Major John A« Petric o o o o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o @
Major Brwin A« Schmidt « o o o ¢ o ¢ o o ¢ &
Major Frederick D. Daniloff o+ o o s o o o o
Major Victor S. Conner + o o« v v o ¢ o » o
Mo jor James Ae NOrton , o o o o ¢ o ¢ o & «
Major Charles Je 1epore o o« o s o s o ¢ o o »
Major William S. Roberts o » v o « o o s ¢ o
PIATOON COMMANDERS:

15T FLIGHT PIATCON:

Captain Harold Ke Taylor o o o o o ¢ o o o
Captain Oliie D, Kennedy Jr. , 4 o ¢ o o &
Captain Lambert J, Essary Jr ¢ o s o ¢ o o
Captain Raymond Pe BUZE 4 o o ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o o
Captain William Ds Ieipold o o « o ¢ o o & o
Captain Thomas Be COBN « 4 o o o ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ @
Captain Nicholas L. MI1ler ¢ o ¢ v o ¢ o o «
Captain Robert C. MoClosky « v o » o » & o @
Captain B, Gabriel, + o o o o o o ¢ v ¢ ¢ s »

Captain Marvin Ty Tucker o« o o » o ¢ &

INCIUSIVE © THg:

1 Dec 66 ~ 23 May 67
2/, May 67 -~ 4 Nov 67

5 Nov 67 ~ 11 Feb 68
12 Feb 68 ~ 19 Jun 68
20 Jun 68 « 9 Oct 68
10 Oct 68 ~ 2 Mar 69

2 Mar 69 - 2 Sept 69
3 Sept 69 =~ 27 Jan 70
28 Jan 70 -« 27 Jul 70
28 Jul 70 -~ 20 Deec 70
21 Dec 70 ~ 29 Apr 71

30 Apr 71 ~ 30 Sept 71

24 Jun 67 - 14 Jan 68
15 Jan 68 « 9 May 68
10 May 68 -~ 19 Jun 68
20 Jun 68 = 25 Mar 69
26 Mar 69 - 25 Sept 69
26 Sept 69 - 17 Jan 70
18 Jan 70 ~ 5 May 70
& May 70 « 20 Aug 70

21 Aug 70 - 16 May 71

...-l’?May'71-l§Sept7l



30 D, FLLGHT, PLLTO00 LHCIUSIVE D.IES:
Captrin John Ve HodTick o o o o o « » o o 22 Doc 65 « 24 Sopt 67
Yo jor Carlvin Je Griggs o o v o s o s o o 25 Sopt 67 « 23 Jov U7
Coptain John S. Crossman « . o o o o o o #24 Hov 67 « 19 Vor 68
Captrin 3tophen O. Potly o o 4 s o o o o 420 Mar 68 - 10 May 68
Captain Arnold We 18K 4 o o o o o o o o ¢L11 May 68 « 12 sug 68
Pirst Lieuteniwnt Nobert Co Wrep o o o o o13 Sug 68 - 8 Sopt 68
Captain John De FAlcon o o « v « o o o o % Sept 68 « 31 Oct 68
Captain Tdsor O, Farker o o o o s s o o ol Nov 53 « 18 Dec 68
First Iieutenant Henrv Fo Walburn o . o 419 Dec 58 ~ 9 May 69
First Iiouteniut Ceffre- B. Westorhoff, . 10 Muy 69 - 19 Oct 69
Captain Kenneth B. Carlion « o « o 5 » o 020 Oct 69 ~ 15 Mar 70
Captain Douslis Bu Mclaod o o o e o » » 216 Mar 70 = 16 Jun 70
Captain Jehn Be Shepard o« v 6 0 « o o ¢ «of JUn 70 « 17 Feb 71
Capbain Jiminy .. Smotheriiol, « « » o o o ¢18 Fab 71 - 13 Mar 71
Captoin Bohevt G- Bamsoye o » « o o o o o14 May 71 = 30 3ept 71
LRED, LT
Captain Norman Kidde 5 o o « se s » o » 11 Jan 67 - 26 May &7
Captain David Bergion o » o s s o o o o027 Mav 67 = 20 Jov 67
Captain Robort C. Stick o o « o » o o »21 Nov 67 = 4 Feb 68
Captain Stanley Chrrie o « o s o s + & 5 Feb 68 . 18 Moy 68
Captain David Co Burch o+ + « o o o o o3 iug 68 « 3 Sept 68
Captain Bruco e Polmor o o v o o » o 4 Sept 68 ~ 30 Nov 68
Fipst Licutenint Joni L. Cook + « o o 1 Dec 68 = 4 .pr 69
Captain Michael Lrrutie o o o se o o o5 apr 69 - 2 lng 69
Captoin Kenneth Carlton « o o o o » » 3 dug 69 « 20 Oct 69
Captain Rolert J. Lifsey + + ¢ o » o R0 Cct 69 w 23 Jan 70
Captain James S. Kennedy « o o o o »24 Jan 70 = 1/ Mar 7C
Captein Francis Fo Vanhoy o v o o o 15 Mar 70 - 5 May 70
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ARIED PLATOON (Cont'd)

Captain Nicholas L, Miller
Captain Lester M. Fullen .
Captain Grady L. Strwnge .

Captain Torry W. Davis ,

[ 4

10

»

*

e o b5 Moy 70 —~ 24 Feb 71
. 025 Feb 71 ~ 30 Jun 71
ool Jul 71. 15 Gug 71

o16 Lug 71 -~ 30 Sept 71
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UNIT OPER.TIONS

During Jamuary 1971 the Bounty Hunters increased their night ope-
rations., The concept was to uge UH-1C and UH-1M gunships during
darkness to interdict both men and materiel, The Bounty Hunters
claimed five enemy killed by air (KBi), eight, structures, and two
sampans destroyed during the month. January also brought an end to
the combat assault mini-packs for the 191st., The Vietnamese were now
capavle of assuming that role, thus the Boomerangs contirmued its
mission of flying direct combat support, VIP flights, nisht packages,
and gunships,

During February 1971 the Infant package accounted for the majority
of enemy KBi's, structures, and sampans destroyved. The Infant system,
a night olservation device, is mounted on a UH~1M gunship and titled
a UH-1MF,

Barly February intelligence reports indicated that there was a
subgtantial amount of enemy troop movement in the area of the 33rd
Regiment, 21st ARVN Division which was operating in the northern por-
tion of the U.Minh Forest, On 2 February 1971 two UH-1IMF gunships
located 60 sampans in the open, The gunships engaged the sampans with
2.75~inch rockets and 7.62mm mini-guns. Results of that encounter
were 10 sampans destroyed and 18 enemy KBa.

On 7 Febrvuary 1971 the two UH-IMF gunships were augmented with a
light fire team of two UH~1C gunships. Again, intellicence reports
indicated an enemy buildup in the northern portion of the U-Minh
Forest. The Infant system detected mimerous enemy positions, and
they engaged the targets along with the UH-1C gunships. The ships
split up to form two light fire teams with an infant ship on each team.

This enabled at least one fire team to be on station with an Infant

12



system while the other team was refueling and rearming. The package
was credited with 54 enemy KBA and mumerous sampans destroyed. The
Infant ships and gunships continued to exploit their success in the
same general area for the remainder of the month. Final results for
this operation were 120 enemy KBi, over 100 sampans destroyed, and
15,000 pounds of enemy supplies destroyed.

March was an uneventful month as far as enemy action was concerned.
The 191st flew a total of 1830 hours in support of the various units
throughout the Delta.

The first week in ipril was a profitable week for the Infant pack-
age. The Bounty Hunters again teamed up with the Infant gunships and
traveled to Vinh Birh provence where they staged out of Tra Vinh and
worked the mangrove swamps along the coastline, approximately 15 miles
goutheast of Tra Virh. Throughout the week the Infant system detected
sampans entering the swamps form “he coast, loaded with enemy personnel
and equipment. Using similar tactics that were successful in the U~
Minh Forest, the package was credited with 19 enemy KBi, 42 structures,
and 36 sampang destroyed,

The 21st ARVN Division received the maiority of the 191st assets
during May. The Infant package, now consisting of one UH-1MF, a
UH-1H command and control ship, and a YO.3i fixed wing, accounted for
11 enemy KBi, 13 structures, and 7 sampans destroyed. VIP flights
contimied to take top priority as the Second Platoon, the Green Delta
VIP Platoon, flew ambassadors, presidents, high ranking eivilian and
nilitary personnel throughout the Delta, Two ships were solely dedie
cated to the Commanding General and Deputy Commanding General of IV
Corps. Needless to say the VIP ships were kept in immaculate condition,

On 5 June 1971 the Infant package consisting of one UH-IMF, two

13



UH-1M gunsihips, and one UH-1H command and control ship reported to

Tra Vinh at 2100 hours to support the 7th ARVN Division, After a short
briering, the Y0-34 fixed wing reported on station and the first sortie
began at 2120 hours. At approximately 2150 hours a strike was made at
coordimates XR~505565, An estimated four enemy were killed, but the
Infant ship was unable to confirm the results. As the Infant ship was
conducting a post strike analysis it suddenly found istself caught
between a crosgfire of two .51 caliber machine guns. The ship received
one hit in the main rotor system but it remained on station until the
sunships could engage the targets. A target analysis could not be made
due to the dense foilage. The Infant ship returned to Can Tho for
another replacement ship and the rest of the package returned to Tra
Vinh. to rearm and refuel,

The second sortie began at 2340 hours. At coordinates XR-567556
enemy activity was detected and strikes were conducted by the Infant
ship and two gunships. Results of the strike were two KBi, four
sampans, four structures, and an estimated four KBA. Thirty mimtes
later the Infant ship again received intense fire from coordinates
XR-6052, The Infant ship marked the target for the Black Ponies,

(OV~.10 fixed wing). After the Black Ponies expended and the target ana~
lysis was made, the Black Ponies were credited with four KBA's.

The third sortie started at 0200 hours, While flying at an altitude
of 500 feet above ground level, the Infant ship sighted the enemy in:
the vicinity of coordinates XR 632560, The targets were engaged by the
Infant as well ag the two gunships. A post strike analysis revealed fiv
KBA, three structures, seven sampans destroyed, and an estimated one
KBA. There were also two secondary explosions in the same area.

The fimal gortie pulled pitch at 0520 hours and encountered an
enemy complex at coordinates XR 600565, The target was engaged and

before the ships could completely expend, sunrise forced them to break

'
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station and return to Can Tho. Total score for the mission: 12 KBA?
17 sampans and 18 bunkers destroyed, and 9 estimated KBA.

Four days later the Infant pachage sgoin wiporind Lo Lex 070 On
support the 7th ARVN Division,

The first sortie, 22202350 hours, utilized both UH-1M gunships
and the Infant ghip at coordinates XR 650670, The package did not
receive enemy fire, but six secondary explosions occurred on the first
gun run, indicating that perhaps an ammnition supply point had been di
covered, A total of eight structures were destroyed in that area. The
package then moved to coordinates XR 727720 and caught two sampans in
the open, At the conclusion of the gun runs the package was credited
with two sampans and one enemy KBA.

After refueling and rearming the package pulled pitch at 0010
hours and detected enemy activity at coordinates XR 672646. The
enemy still did not return fire as they had done four nights previously
in the same general area, The aircraft claimed 7 enemy KBA, 13 sampans
and 1 gtructure destroyed and a large secondary explosion.

The final sortie took off at 0230 hours and worked a center of
mass at coordinates XR 6760, Although no enemy movement was detected,
the area was saturated with structures and bunkers. On the first gun
run three large secondary explosions rocked the area., After the
aircraft had expended and the smoke had cleared, the package was
eredited with destroying 10 sampans, 21 structures, and 3 bunkers.

The four ships returned to Tra Vinh to wait for the weather to improve.
At 0630 hours the package returned to Can Tho with a total score of

8 enemy KBA, 25 sampans and 33 structures destroyed without taking an
eneny round.

1 July 1971 brought a change for the Boomerangs. The CGreen Delta
VIP Platoon was assisned to the newly activated Corps Aviation Company,
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thus relierir~ the 2705t of VIP missions. The 20700 Beoix on oa gesaustd
role in direct combat support misgions and protection of Can Tho Army
Airfield., The Bounty Hunters were on a five~mimte standby from 1200
to 0600 hours on a nightly basis, They also conducted first and last
lights frequently, The fire fly, a UH~1H with a .50 caliber machine gun
7.62mm miniegun, and a 15 inch zeon search light, averaged four hours
each night flying a local security mission., During the period 15-22
July 1971 the fire fly was credited with 9 enemy KB4, 14 structures, anc
2 sampans destroyed., On 26 July 1971 an ARVN outpost was under attack.
The fire fly ship flew to the location and fired suppressive fire into
the enemy location., The single UH~1H was given credit for spoiling

the enemy attack and causing them to break contact and withdraw. A&
sweep conducted of the area the following morning confirmed the enemy
had lost six, KBl.

The final month of flying, fugust 1971, saw the Boomerangs loose
personnel through attrition, aireraft by lateral transfer, but gain
enthusiam for the final push, the last flight, Although little glory
and recognition was derrived from direct combat support missions, these
were the bread and butter missions, the daily necessity of moving men
and materiel. The 19lst contimued to support ground units throughout
the Delta with a spirit of cooperation, dedication, and professionaliam,

The Bounty Hunters on 16 August 1971 launched a heavy fire team for
a last light mission in an area 15 miles southwest of Can Tho. After a
reconnaissance by fire of the location, coordinates WS 6505, it appeared
that there was no enemy activity. As the fire team was departing, a
door gunner sighted a Viet Cong scampering along a tree line. That
started all of the shooting. The Bounty Hunters rolled in and engaged
the tree line where the VO had been spotted. After the dust and smcke

had cleared, the Bounty Hunters claimed 16 enemy KBA and several
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structures destroyed.

Tae final last light was conducted on 30 August 1971, A light
fire team and a stripped UH-1IM gunship for a command and control ship,
(many of the UH.lH's had been transferved ard the remainder wers nsuded
for the missions on 31 August), flew 15 miles southwest of Can Tho to
the assigned area of cperation., On the first pass over the 2rea ths
fire team roceived heavy automablic and semi~automatic weapons Lirs,
Emploving low-level gun rune and utilizing door gunners to the maximam,
the Dounty Futers were credited with 27 KBA and 19 structures degn.ooysd
without receiving a hit. The Bounty Hunters could not have plaaned a
more coiossal grand finale,

The following day, 31 August 1971, the Boomerangs flew their fiaal
missions, As the last ship was shutting down, its roter blades slowly
turning to a halt in the dusk of Vietnam, the men of the 191lst stood
in awe, rerimisirg of times past and wondering what the future would
hold for them, now that the 191st had fviifilled ids role in tho Republic
of Vistitan,

Blewing in with the September monsouns came hours of hard work,
unexciting details of roundirg up stray squipment, cleaning, inventories.
and mountains of paperwork. Standing dom was not a pleasant experisnce
All items of non-aviation related eguipiment, such as vehlcies ang office
equiprent, were loaded on a LST and shipped to long Binh where it was
turned in, Avi:vion eguipment was flown by Ul447°s to P Ioi. The me:
of the 191ish so~n® a conziderable cmocnt of effort preparing the cquip-
ment for turn in, Daily coordinetina between Long Binh, FPhu loi and

5 .

Can Tho was s Fomas . Ve Bach day Bhe surength of the 101sh dwindlied
) Y 3

to a lower figere as personnel roceived orders te tranzfer o oturr

units. By 30 September 1971 the Boonmesrangs were gone-no men, no I¢tii-

memi-e task had been completed and it was time to return home.
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The 191st had four different models of the UH-1 series helicopter,
They were usually employed in one of five basic missions as follows:
UH-1H for VIP Flights, usually the newer aircraflt were put o2 wisse
missions and often they were equiped with a portable radio console for
use as a command and control ship; UH-1H's for direct combat support
missions such as administration, medivac, and resupply; UH-1H for the
"Nighthawk" system in which a 7,62mm mini-gun and 1l5-inch zeon search-
light were used for night surveillance and interdiction (fire fly
mission); UH.1C's and UH-1M's as gunships, usually armed with fourteen
2.75 inch rockets, two 7.62mm mini-guns, and sometimes a 40mm grenade
launcher; finally UH-1MF's equiped similarly to the UH-1C/M gunships
with the addition of the Infant nipht surveillance equipment on board.,

The 191st quarters consisted of three two-story BEQ's and two
latrines close by. One block away there were six one-story BOQ's and
one latrine. The facilities were adequate and reasonsbly comfortable,
The 191st had the use of one-half of a large pre-fabricated hanger as
its maintenance area and an operations building near the flight line,
Bach platoon had a small flight shack for platoon equipment and platoon

operations,

19



CHAPTER VI
REFLECTIONS



HONOR ROLE

Aiton, Gerald D: + « « » & « PFC
Akers, Dennis O« ¢ o o o » o SP4 ,
Bales, Sharel Es « o o « o o 1LT ,
Brown, Kenneth Ls o« o » o & SP5 ,
Burch, David Ce « o ¢ o o o CPT .

Campbell, Douglag J. . » » » WOL,

Cederlund, Ronald M. . . « « WOL .
Coker, Dennis 3¢ o o o« o » 1LT .
Dagho, George A.Fa o o o « o SP4 .
Dodson, Jask L, » ¢ ¢« & &« o 1LT ,
Douglas, Carl S. « o« o » « » SP4 o
Embrey, Ralph C.II, . » . . CW2 .
Frazier, Paul R. + ¢ » o o o« SGT .,
Haight, Stephen H. . &« « o o SP4 ,
Hall, David Co o« o ¢ o o o o 1LT ,
Harvey, Thomas Po o o o o o SGT .,
Heinmiller, Robert L, . . . .SP5 .
Henry, Terry L. . « o & o o WOl ,
Jeng, Terry Re . o & o o & « WOl ,
Kidd, Normen Redr, . .+ . . . CPT .
lowfield, Glen R. « « o o & SP4
Lovellett, George Re + o « o SPL
Inke, Arnold We o v o & » » CPT,
Maloney, Oscar « o+ o o o« o SPL,
Martinez, Peter Se o ¢ o o o SP4 &
Mauser, Louis Ce » ¢ o« o o SP5 .

Me Carthy, Timothy Ce o , o+ SP5 ,

21
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e o 5 Jun 68
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29 Aug 67
2 Nov 70
3 Sept 68
2 Nov 70

3 Sept 68

..2Mar69

10 Apr 69
26 May 69
2 Mar 69
13 &pr 70
3 Sept 68
9 May 70
29 Aug 67
14 Jun 71
2 Mar 69
9 May 70
12 Aug 68
26 May 67
30 Sept 68
2 Mar 69
12 Aug 68
2 Nov 70
29 Aug 67
29 Aug 67

24 dun 70



Montion, Arturo De & o « o «5P4

Orrico, Joln T, » o s » o o CUW2

Perdomo, Kris Mo o 4 o o @

Petric, John A4,
Radtke, Carl L.
Restrepo, Jaime
Ross, Morris Je

Sandefur, Tommy

« & & s ¢ @
« & ¢ 9o @ o

L] L * L] * [ 4

. & » o o &

G. LR J . *

Scaduto, Richard . + » " e

Te jano, Ricardo

R. - L] L] L

Turone, Norman M. o o o o

Vines, Richard A. ¢ 8 s e 0

Whitaker, Joseph L. Jr. .

Wilson, Gerald Ae o o o o o

SP4
MAJ
WOl
SFC
Wol
CW2
385G
WOl
WOl
SP4
SP4
SP5

Wood, Harold Se o « « o o « SP4

Yarger, Jeffrey Je o« « » o WWOL

)
Ny

.

e 2 Nev 70
e 9 May 70
o 2 Mar 69
. 2 Mar 69
. 4 Nov 70
e« 9 Oct 68
« 1 Feb 68
.29 Aug 67
. 5 Jun 68
. 5 Jun 68
21 Moy 68
.27 Sept 67
.12 Aug 68
+19 Mar 68
19 Mar 68
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NAME STIVZR . STAR

e

Captain Joseph R. Martin

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

SP/ Steve Martinesz

SOLDIERS MEDAL

38G Ronald D. Juhnson
SP5 Wlchael Dehard

BRONZE STAR MEDAL

Ma jor Charles J. Lepore

Major Wiliiam S. Roberts
Captain Donald E. Willhouse
Captain Kenneth G. Briggs
Captain Fenry B. Gabriel lst OLC
Captain Robert G, Ramsey lst OLC
1LT John T. Fickett

11T Richard A. Korn

CW2 James W. Deunis

AIR MEDAL "yM
1LT
11T
SsG

Rex A+ Wear

Douglas E. Plummer
Robert He Golling
SP5 Mishael Dehart

SP5 Ronnie Martines

SP5 Kurt Rother

SP4 John J. Birdszall
SP4 Lopesz V. Lebron

SP/ Boyd McKibben

PFC Thomag G. Williamson

ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL my"
SP/5 Ronnie Martinez

SP5 Michael A. Samperi
8P5 Willard Stokes

(V)

DATE OF ACT

.

25 May 1971

25 May 1971

17 March 1971

17 March 1971

April 1971
October 1971
June 1971

May 1971
Angust 1971
May 1971
August 1971
September 1971
August 1971

26 Julvy 1971

26 July 1971

5 February 1971
21 March 1971

21 Maprch 1971

29 May 1971

26 July 1971

25 May 1971

26 July 1971

26 July 1971

5 February 1571
4 Janzary 197
5 February 1971

ON

i
>



LETTERS OF APPRECIATION AND GOMMENDATION




HEADGUARTERS

ADVISORY TEAM 51 (218T DIVISIONY

DELTA MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND
APO San Francisco 96402

MACDMAD-51~GO 7 Jamsry 1871

SUBJECT: Letter of Appreciation

Commanding Officer
191st Aslt Hel Go
APO SF 96215

It is my pleasure to express to vou the appreclation of the
Commanding Genexal, 27«4 ARVN Divigion for the outstanding services
rendered by yourself and the members of your organization in providing
security to the President of the Republic of Vietnam. To this I add
my own appreciation and that of all members of this DCAT.

The close security involved in the preparation and execution of
plans for the President, o spend Christmas Eve and Christmas Day in the
field with members of this Division made vour job more difficult, Ths
fact that the site of this visit was in the midst of the U-Minh Forest,
a long time VO stronghold and the last major concentration of enewny
forces in the Delta, made this visit a historical event and one of
great political and psychoilogical gigniiicance. Despite these problems
your execytion of the mission was flawless. The dedication, diligence
and high interest shoun by all members of your unit was apparent to all
and worthy of commendation, Most specifically the Commanding General
singled out the manner in vhich air cover was coordinated and maintaine
on a continous basis throughout the night.

Your sacrifice in putting mission shead of all other considerations
during this holiday seagon is recognized, This sacrifice, and the
manner in which you pecformed the vital task entrusted to you was in
the best traditicns of our Army and reflects favorably on yourself and
the reputation of vour unit,

Please bring this letter to the attention of the crews who partici-
pated in this mission and express to them my personal appreciation,

/S/ JOSEPH R. FRANKLIN

/t/ Joseph R. Franklin
Colonel, Infantry
Senior Advisor



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADOUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARIMY, VIETNAM
QFFICE OF THE AVIATION OFFICER

APO San Francisco 96375

AVHAV.S 3 1Tk OTT

SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

THRU: Commanding General
1lst Aviation Brigade
APO SF 96384

TOs Commanding Officer
191st Assault Helicopter Company
APO SF 96215

1, The aviators, aireraft creumen and aircraft maintenance technicians
of the 191st Assoul* Helicopter Company are to be commended for comple-
ting a 90 day perled of combat operations, 3 Novembor 1970 through
31 Jamary 1971, without experiencing an aireraft accident,

2. This record, achieved by only three other assault helicopter compa-
pies in Vietnam during the same period, is a significant accomplishment
for which every member of vour organiration can feel justly proud.
There is no greater compliment to be paid to the "BOOMERANGS" than to
be known ag & unit that does its job exceedingly well and SAFELY. This
you have achieved. The next issue of the weekly USARV Aviation Sume
mary will acknowledge your contribution to the aviation accident pre-
vention program.

3, Best wishes for continued success.

/S/ JaCK W, HEMINGWAY

/t/ Jack W. Hemingway
Brigadier General, USA
Aviation Officer
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DEPARTME.IT OF THE ARMY 3
HEAD WARTSRS, 3D SURGICAL HOSPITak (MA)
APO 3un Francisco 96215

AVBJI-GD=3A 23 March 1971
SUBJECT: Letter of Appreciation
T0s Commanding Officer

191st Assault Helicopter Company
APO 8,F, 96215

' . . ] 1, -
I want to express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to the men

of your command for their rapid and unselfish response to an
urgent call for fresh blood on 12 March 1971, Their donations
made possible the life saving operation on PFC Rios Villanveva of
ny command. FFC Villawef$m absorbed 76 units of blood before
bleeding was brought urder control. Had he not received this
fresh blood, PFC Villanueva would not have survied, On behalf

of PFCG Villanueva, the hospital staff, and myself, I extend my

heart felt appreciition for your supnort in our hour of need.

/S/ HARVEY B. COKLIN
H4RVLY B. COWKLIN
COLO &L, MC
Cormanding

27



D RTUTT OF THD ARY
{IBLDGUARLERS, UNITED STATLS aRWY, VIAT AL
OFFICH OF THE AVIATICY QOFFPICZR
APO San Francisco 96375

AVIAV.S 24 Mareh 1971

SUBJECT: Letter of Cormendation

THR Commanding General
lst Aviation Brigade
APO 9638/

TOs Cormanding Office
191st Assault Helicopter GCompany
APO 96215

1. The aviators, .drcraft creumen, and aircraft maintenance tech-
niciang of the 191let Assault Helicopter Company are to be cormended
for completing a 118 day period of combut operations, 3 November
1970 through 28 PFebruary 1971, without experietcing an alreraft =
accident,

2. This exceptional record is indicative of skilled command super-
vision and a professioni! approach to misslon requirements on the
part of flight and maintenance crews. Bach member of the "BOCMERAUGS!
can feel justly vroud of this accommlishment, The next issue of the
US4RV Aviation Summary will ackrowledge vour contributicn to the
aviation accident prevention ~rogrim.

3. Best wishes for contirued success.

/8/ JuCK W. HEML 1GWAY
JACK /. HEMIIGW.Y
Brigadier General, USA
Aviation Officer
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DEPLRTMENT OF THE ALY
HEADWARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM
QFFICE (F THE AVIATION OFFICER
APO San Francigco 96375

AVHAV-S 28 April 1971

SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

THRJ ¢ Commanding General
1st Aviation Brigade
APO SF 96384

TOs Commanding Officer
191st Assault Helicopter Company
APO SF 96215

1. The aviators, aircraft crewmen, and aircraft maintenance technician
of the 191st Agsanlt Helicopter Company are to be highly commended for
completing a 149 day period of combat operations, 3 November 1970
through 31 March 1971, without experiencing an aircraft accident.

2. This outstanding accomplishment, attained in a combat environment,
is a tritute to the skilled leadership and professional performance of
duty demonstrated by the members of ~our organization. By this achle-
vement the 191st Assanlt Helicopter Corpany has made a significant cone
tribution to the combat effectivensss of thisg command.

3, ‘The "BOOMERANGS" have firmly entrenched themselves as one of the
leaders in aviation aceident prevention and have established a standard
for all to emulate, My best wigshes for vour contimed success.

4o The next issue of the USARV Aviation Summary will recognize this
exceptional contribution to the aviation accident prevention program.

/8/ JACK W. HEMINGWAY

/t/ Jack W. Hemingway-
Brigadler General USA
Aviation Officer '
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADLUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM
OFFICE OF THE AVIATION OFFICER
APO Sun Francisco 96375

AVHAV.S 16 September 1971

SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

THRU Commanding General
lst Aviation Brigade
APO SF 96384

TO: Commanding Officer '
191st Assault Helicopter Company
APO ST 96215

1. The aviators, aireraft crewmen, and aircraft maintenance techniclan
of the 191st Asszult Helicopter Company are to be highly commended for
completing a 302 day period of combat operations, 3 November 1970
through 31 August 1971, without experiencing an aircraft accident.

2. This outstanding accomplishment, attained in a combat environment,
is a tribute to the skilled leadership and professional performance of
duty demonstrated by the members of ~our organizations By this achiew
vement your company has made a significant contribution to the combat
effectiveness of this command.

3, The "BOOMERANGS" now rank fourth among all assault helicopter
companies operating in the Republic of Vietnam in total number of days
flown without an aircraft accident. The high standard of professional
competence demonstrated by this remarkable achievement is a source of
pride to all who are associated with Army Aviation. My best wishes for
your continued success.

L. The next issue of the USARV Aviation' Summary will recognize this
exceptional contribution to the aviation accident prevention program.

/S/ ROBERT N, MACKINNON

/t/ Robert N. Mackinnon
Bridadier General, USA
Aviation Officer
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ATRCRAFT PLYTIG TIOURS

fr e

2,0MTH U= 1M/MF UH-1C UL-1H TOTAL
JAN 1971 317 113 2026 2456
FEB 1971 167 194 1559 1920
MAR 1971 130 121 1579 1830
APR 1971 8/, 123 1499 1706
MAY 1971 155 93 1770 201
JUN 1971 304 ~ 170, 2008
JUL 1971 283 ~ 1084 1366
AUG 1971 311 - 500 811

ATRORAFT_ACCTDENT FXPIRIENGE

HOATH NUMBER RATE CUMULATIVE RATE
JAN 1971 0 0 6.5
FEB 1971 0 0 5.8
MAR 1971 0 0 5.2
APR 1971 0 0 48
MAY 1971 0 0 beads
JUE 1971 0 0 4s O
JUL 1971 0 0 0.0
AUG 1971 0 0 0.0

Since 3 November 1970 the 191st has flown over 331 accident-free days.
This is a sterling example of professionaiism displaved by the
maintenance personnel, aviators, and crewmembers. This teamwork has
placed the 191st as 4th in safety throughout the lst Aviation Brigade,
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ATRORAFT AVATLABTLITY PIRGFEITAGH

MONTH __ TYPE A/C OR% JORS% NORM
January 1971

UH-1H 85 1 i

UH-1M 79 0 21

UH-1G0 86 0 14
Pebruary 1971

UH.1H 78 0 22

Ut.1M 55 0 45

UH-.10 70 0 22
March 1971

UH-1H 78 0 22

UH..1M 66 0 34

UH-10 66 22 12
April 1971

UH..1H 81.3 0.4 18.3

UH..1M 32.2 7.5 60,2

UH.1C 62.8 16,7 20.0
May 1971

UH..1H 85.7 0.0 14.3

UH..1M 6.5 15.5 20,0

U 1T 87,9 Lo 10,8

H..1C 73.3 0.0 21.7
June 1971

UH-1H Y 0.0 6.0

UH-1M 84.0 0.0 16,0

UH..JMP 87.0 0.0 13.0

UH-.1C 72.0 0.0 28,0
July 1971

UH..1H 92.2 1.9 5.9

UH-1M 76.7 0.0 23.3

UH..1MF 1.9 8,7 9.4

UH~1G 100,0 0,0 Q.0
August 1971

UH-1H 82,5 4.0 13,5

9.0 5.0 16,0

UH.. 1M 7
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